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with an authority that owned no superior and exercising his power to the
oppression of the helpless natives who knew not whom to obey, at such a
crisis we cannot hesitate to approve your obtaining the Dewannee for the
Company.
11.    When we look back to the system that Lord Clive and the gentlemen
of the Select Committee found established, it presents to us a Souba disarmed,
with a revenue of almost two millions sterling (for so much seems to have
been left exclusive of our demands on him) at the mercy of our servants who
had adopted an unheard of ruinous principle of an interest distinct from
the Company.    This principle shewed itself in laying their hands upon every-
thing they did not deem the Company's property,
12.    In the province of Burdwan the Resident and his Council took an
annual stipend of near Rs. 80,000 per annum from the Rajah in addition to the
Company's salary.   This stands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was
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not the whole, for we apprehend it went further and that they carried this
pernicious principle even to the sharing with the Rajah of all he collected
beyond the stipulated mulgaurry or land revenue, overlooking the point of
duty to the Company to whom properly everything belonged that was not
necessary for the Rajah's support. It has been the principle too on which our
servants falsely endeavored to gloss over the crime of their proceedings on
the accession of the present Soubah and we fear would have been soon extended
to the grasping the greatest share of that part of the Nabob's revenues which
was not allotted to the Company ; in short this principle was directly under-
mining the whole fabrick, for whilst the Company were j^rlking under the
burthen of the war, our servants were enriching themselves from those very
funds that ought to have supported the war. But to Lord Clive and our
Select Committee we owe that the Company are at last considered as principals
in the advantages as well as dangers.
13.    We must now turn our attention to our acquisitions as permanent as
human wisdom can make them.   This permanancy we  apprehend can be
found only in the simplicity of the execution.   We observe the account you
give of the office and power of the King's Dewan3 in former times was "the
collecting of all the Revenues and after defraying the Expences of the Army
and allowing sufficient Fund for the support of the Nizamma to remit the
remainder to Delhi".   This discription of it is not the office we wish to execute.
The experience we have already had in the province of Burdwan convinces
us how unfit an Englishman is to conduct the collection of the revenues and
follow the subtle native through all his arts to conceal the real value of his
country to perplex and to elude the payments.   We therefore entirely approve
of your preserving the ancient form of government in the upholding the
dignity of the Soubah.
14.    We   conceive   the   office   of  Dewan   should   be   exercised   only   in
superintending the collection and disposal of the revenues, which office though
vested in the Company should officially be executed by our Resident at the
Durbar under the controul of the Governor and Select Committee, the ordinary
bounds of which controul should extend to nothing beyond the superintending;
the collection of the revenues and the receiving the money from the Nabob's
treasury to that of the dewannah or the Company.   And this we conceive to
be neither difficult nor complicated for at the annual poonah the government